
Official Newsletter of the Ballarat Amateur Radio Group Inc. # 6953T 
ABN 44 247 200 143 

VOLUME 35   ISSUE 1   January 2012 

President:   Craig Cook           VK3CMC 

Secretary:   Doug Ellery          VK3FDRE 

Treasurer:   Bill Wells             VK3PAL      

NEXT MEETING  - FRIDAY January 27, 2012 
At 7.30 pm 

Contacting us 
You can write to the club at the address below, or e-mail the secretary. 

 

The Secretary :          B.A.R.G. Inc. 

                            Box 1261 

                            Mail Centre 

                            Ballarat.   Vic.   3354. 

 

Or    E-Mail:               vk3bml@barg.org.au 

We’re on the web 
www.barg.org.au 

BARG INC.   LIFE MEMBERS 
 

Gordon Cornell      VK3FGC 

Norm D’Angri   VK3LBA 

Harry Hekkema     VK3KGL  
Kevin Hughes   VK3WN 

Ian McDonald   VK3AXH 

Phil Seddon 

Charlie Stewart   VK3DCS 

Bob Terrill    VK3BNC 
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BARG NewsBARG News  



 

VK3RWA*   (2 m Voice Repeater)  ( Uses CTCSS of 91.5 Hz to access)   147.100  MHz            Mt Ben Nevis 

VK3RPC    (2 m Packet Repeater)                                                              144.750  MHz            Mt Warrenheip 

VK3RBU    (70 cm Voice Repeater)                                                           438.475  MHz     Mt Hollowback 

VK3RMB    (70 cm Beacon)                                                                        432.535  MHz            Mt Buninyong 

VK3RBU-1           (2 m APRS Repeater)                                                              145.175  MHz             Mt Hollowback 

 VK3RBT              (2 m Voice Repeater)   (Uses CTCSS of 91.5Hz to access)    146.650  MHz            Green Hill  

 

 

                                                     * IRLP  Node 6310  using VK3RWA 

 

 

 

      CLUB e-mail  vk3bml@barg.org.au. 
 

      CLUB NET VK3BML 3.608+/- QRM Thursday Nights at 8 pm E.S.T (Summer & Winter) 

                             VK3BML  VK3RBT 146.650 Mhz  Tuesday nights 8 pm. 

 

      WIA Broadcast   Sunday 11.00 am via VK3RWA (IRLP Node 6310 

 

 

 

 

NEWS ITEMS   Send to Harry VK3KGL  

 

Or mail to Box 1261 Mail Centre BALLARAT 3354 or e-mail membermember.member.vk3kgl@barg.org.au 

Broadcast Times and Dates on VK3RWA Repeater  
 

          Every Sunday at 11.00 am, WIA National News. 

          Every Monday night at 9.30 pm, ARRL News 

          Every Tuesday night at 9.30 pm, WIA National News Repeat 
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CLUB INFORMATION 

 

REPEATERS and BEACON 

 

 



   
   Craig - VK3CMC 

                                                   Jan 2012 

 

 

  PRESIDENT’S RAMBLINGS. 

 

 

 Its January again   and I hope you all had a great Christmas and ready to look into some new 

activities for the coming year. 

An application was made to ACMA via the WIA to move the two beacons on 70cm and 23cm to our club 

site on Green hill.  We await the approval. 

I have been told that the new position will still be of benefit to distant stations when gauging the bands 

performance.   Over the break there has been a number of excellent VHF opening to VKs 4,5,6 and 7 with 

a later opening across the Tasman to a number of ZL’s.    Ian VK3AXH has just received his QSL from 

ZL3TY and is celebrating his personal achievement of working into a couple of ZL call areas. 

Just today I note that there is a new distance record for the 10Ghz band between VK3HP/p at Mt 

Macedon and VK7MO/p at Pt Lincoln S.A. a distance of  843 Km.  There is a small group of Ballarat 

amateurs constructing 10Ghz gear and they will be looking at these  achievements with envy.  Records of 

course are meant to be broken so shortly it may be a local on one end of that prized distance contact.  

Well done to them. 

 

Mark up your diary now for the clubs next field day activity on the 15 April.  Again we are encouraging 

members to get out into the field and operate for the day and work as many portable members as possible.    

You need to be in the field to win the prize and get into the fun and fellowship that  is what field days are 

about.      

 

The committee has decided to commence the Jan meeting at 1900hrs this Friday  as that will give us a fair 

amount of daylight hours to conduct some outside activities before holding a short formal meeting. There 

will be no guest speaker this month so allowing plenty of time for chatting afterwards. 

 

Our next activity will be the construction group on Monday 13
th

 Feb.  

 

 

73 Craig. 

VK3CMC 
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Presidents Report 



                                                                                        
 

     
What to find in this months edition.  
    

QST Review for December 2011 

 

 

P4/5 Index. 

P9 Editorial.Discusses the Solar cycle #24. 

P30 A Laptop QRP Station. 

P34 Inverted V Wire yagi with switchable pattern rotation for 14Mhz. 

P38 A 2W Logic chip Transmitter. 

P41 Dual 2M/70cm Slim Jim antenna uses plumbing copper. 

P45 Product Review.  Flex Radios SDR HF+6M QRP Transceiver. 

P51 The Doctor is in. 

P53 Handson Radio.  Ex 107.  PCB Layout    Part 1. 

P55 Short Takes.  The Argent Data Systems  SSTVCAM. 

P56 Hints & Kinks.  Simple Tap guide plate.  Securing mic connectors, Piggy back RF  

 ammeter and a Plumbing ground bracket. 

P58 Storage of ARRL Kistory archives. 

P61 An HF Beam looks at different types and designs. 

P63 Contesting in the slow lane. [Sunday drivers] 

P64 Review.  New ARRL  Antenna Handbook 

P65 Happenings:   US now has 700,000 amateurs. See the breakdown by classes. 

P65  European proposal for MF allocation. Band in 472-480kHz section. 

P66 High Solar flux numbers good for higher HF bands 

P67 Heathkit to return to Kit business after several decades absence. 

P70 Eclectic  Technology looks at Reverse Beaons. 

   www.reversebeacon.net 

   http://pskreporter.info 

                         http://jt65.w6cqz.org/receptionship.php 

P71  Has results of Field days and other activities. 

P94 World above 50Mhz.  The Sun Spots are back. F2 on 6Metres. 

P98 Vintage Radio.  W9EVT’s museum shack with over 1000 radios on display  

 And all operating.  See the eight foot high shelves on three walls, and you can stay at 

 his B&B to boot.  Situated on Washington Is in Lake Michigan. 

P101 75, 50 and 25 years ago in QST.   

P156 Some interstings answers to QST questions. 

P165 INDEX to QST Advertisers this month. 

 

 

QST for December 2011 

 

Craig, vk3cmc  
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QST Report with Craig, VK3CMC 

 
Content review of current QST in library 

 

 

QST Review  2012-1 Jan. 
 

http://www.reversebeacon.net/
http://pskreporter.info/
http://jt65.w6cqz.org/receptionship.php



