
Official Newsletter of the Ballarat Amateur Radio Group Inc. # 6953T 
ABN 44 247 200 143 

VOLUME 35   ISSUE 4   APRIL 2012 

President:   Craig Cook           VK3CMC 

Secretary:   Doug Ellery          VK3FDRE 

Treasurer:   Bill Wells             VK3PAL      

NEXT MEETING  - FRIDAY April 27, 2012 
At 7.30 pm 

Contacting us 
You can write to the club at the address below, or e-mail the secretary. 

 

The Secretary :          B.A.R.G. Inc. 

                            Box 1261 

                            Mail Centre 

                            Ballarat.   Vic.   3354. 

 

Or    E-Mail:               vk3bml@barg.org.au 

We’re on the web 

www.barg.org.au 

BARG INC.   LIFE MEMBERS 
 

Maurie Batt * 

Gordon Cornell  VK3FGC 

Norm D’Angri  VK3LBA 

Harry Hekkema  VK3KGL  
Kevin Hughes  VK3WN 

Ian McDonald  VK3AXH 

Phil Seddon  VK3AQM 

Charlie Stewart           VK3DCS 

Bob Terrill            VK3BNC 

Stan Widgery *   

Jim Wright *  

Volume 35, Issue 4                                                   BARG Inc. News  April 2012                                                                  1   

BARG NewsBARG News  



 

VK3RWA*   (2 m Voice Repeater)  ( Uses CTCSS of 91.5 Hz to access)   147.100  MHz            Mt Ben Nevis 

VK3RPC    (2 m Packet Repeater)                                                              144.750  MHz            Mt Warrenheip 

VK3RBU    (70 cm Voice Repeater)                                                           438.475  MHz     Mt Hollowback 

VK3RMB    (70 cm Beacon)                                                                        432.535  MHz            Mt Buninyong 

VK3RBU-1           (2 m APRS Repeater)                                                              145.175  MHz             Mt Hollowback 

VK3RBT               (2 m Voice Repeater) ( Uses CTCSS of 91.5 Hz to access)   146.650  MHz             Green Hill  

 

 

                                                     * IRLP  Node 6310  using VK3RWA 

 

 

 

      CLUB e-mail  vk3bml@barg.org.au. 
 

      CLUB NET VK3BML 3.608+/- QRM Thursday Nights at 8 pm E.S.T (Summer & Winter) 

 

      WIA Broadcast   Sunday 11.00 am via VK3RWA (IRLP Node 6310 

 

 

 

 

NEWS ITEMS   Send to Harry VK3KGL  

 

Or mail to Box 1261 Mail Centre BALLARAT 3354 or e-mail membermember.member.vk3kgl@barg.org.au 

Broadcast Times and Dates on VK3RWA Repeater  
 

          Every Sunday at 11.00 am, WIA National News. 

          Every Monday night at 9.30 pm, ARRL News 

          Every Tuesday night at 9.30 pm, WIA National News Repeat 
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CLUB INFORMATION 

 

REPEATERS and BEACON 
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Typewritten Text
An article from the past... 



BARG’S FIELD DAY! 

 
Another Field Day has come and gone with lots of good comments. We couldn’t have got 

better weather even if we had ordered it. With up to eight portable club stations including one 

mobile and two “F” calls participating. It’s particularly good to see the “F” calls from our club 

and also those that joined in to make the day a success.  

Activity on the band was high as our activity doubled up with the National Field Day run 

by the WIA. These guys were pleased to see our club members enjoying the day and swapping 

numbers with them. 

 I’m sure we will chew over the pros and cons of our sites, antennas and other experiences 

of the day and already planning changes and ways to do things better next November. 

 Absent were two of our “old sages” Clem and Ted and whilst Clem has had an excuse we 

are not sure about Ted but perhaps he has lost his microphone “again”! We hope that you are 

planning for the next field day Clem, good luck from us all. 

 John VK3CFH disappeared for a while out in the Creswick Forrest and came back some 

time later muttering about his Saab. Hope you didn’t really dump it down that mine shaft John! 

 Darren VK3FAOE was a bit on and off but I think he was actually fishing in Lake 

Burrumbeet between contacts so he could have had a lot of catches! 

 Thanks to those club home stations who came up on frequency to support the days 

fun. 

 The rules for the contest we supposed to have had a couple of minor changes but they 

have been done now and gives the portable field station a slightly better score to reflect his 

effort in going portable. 

 Hopefully every one will get their logs in and thanks to Harry VK3KGL for acting as the 

adjudicator ( Harry won’t take cheques!) and also for going out to the club station and 

activating VK3BML. In future contests we will be looking for volunteers to man the club 

station or operate it remotely please! 

 The date for the next event has been set for 25
th
 November which gives us recovery time 

from the Hamvention and not too close to Christmas. 

 To everyone who joined in a very big thank you.  

 

 Bob  VK3BNC. Field Day Co-ordinator. 

 

 

Bob, VK3BNC, operating portable from a 

Creswick paddock. 

Volume 35, Issue 4                                 BARG  News – April 2012                                                                4 



                                                                                        
 

QST Review March 2012 
 
P4-5  Index. 
P9 BPL Rears its head again in the US. 
P24 Correspondence. 
P30 Coaxial Vertical for 160 and 80 Metres. 
P33 Remote Tune for a 43 foot Monopole. [160-80-40] 
P37  or Review a MFJ Remote Automatic tuner.  www.mfjenterprises.com 
P38 Webcam Microscope for the Amateur. Use it for SMD work.   
P40 Three Wrong Assumptions about the Ionosphere. 
P43 Best mounting position for your 2M Mobile Antenna. 
P46 Reviews:  Four Antenna Analysers. 
 Comet CAA-500 
 MFJ-266 
 RigExpert AA-54 
 Youkits FG-01 
P52  Review:   Bravo –7K Portable Vertical Dipole.[40-10M incl WARC] 
P54 Technical Correspondence:   Covers thefollowing topics. 
  Antenna idea for Restricted communities. Nov 2011 article. 

Hands on Radio “Rotary Encoers”  Jun 2011 article  
A 2W Logic chip Transmitter  Dec 2011. 

P57 The Doctor is In:  With a Bunch of Antenna questions. 
P59 Hands on Radio: Ex 110.     PCB Layout – Part 4. 
P61 Short Takes:  MP Super Classic Mobile Antenna.  [25-1300Mhz] www.mpantenna.com  
P62 Hints & Kinks: DIY Open Wire line.  Measure unk coax traps.  Ladder line stand offs. 
   Burying radials in the grass. Fix shorted connectors.  Tower horses. 
P64 Mercy Ship Dxpedition to 9LMS  Sierra Leone. 
P67 Where is DX now?  Use a Spotting or DX Cluster. 
P68 Amateur Radio in Ethiopia.  
P69 Selecting a Commercial HF Vertical for your station. 

Butternut, Diamond, Hy-Gain, Hustler, Moseley, SteppIR, Cushcraft,MFJ, Gap. 
P71 Woodstock.  Memories & Morse. How to run a Special Event station. 
P90 Hows DX:    Temotu  H40KJ.  In the Solomons group. 
P92 World above 50Mhz.    A Sporadic E winter. 
P97 Eclectic Technology:  Looks again at Reverse Beacons.  PSKimmer.  
P98 Vintage Radio:  Pauline Raser, W2QCC  [SK] 
P102 Index of QST  75, 50 and 25 years ago. 
P164 QST Index of Advertisers. 
 
 
 
73, CRAIG, VK3CMC 
 
 
 
 
 
 

QST Report with Craig, 
VK3CMC 

 
Content review of current QST in 

library 
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QST Review April 2012 
 

P4-5  Index. 
P9 A new band is born.  472 to 479 Khz known as the 630 metre band.   

P24 Letters from Members 

P30 Radios Role in the Titanic Disater. 

P32 Homebrew Challenge.   

P34 Adventures in Adaptive Mobile Operations 

P38 Level convertor to allow Full Control of Peripherals by Computer or Radio. 

  All done with the MAX232 chip and 5V regulator. 

P40 Review of Coaxial Surge Arrestors from Array Solutions. 

P41 A Tube Tester for High Power Transmitting Tubes. [or valves] 

P46 Balanced Line SWR Measurement. 

P48 A Transceiver to Amplifier Interface. Safely switch the older linear amps. 

P49  Whats in the March edition of QEX from the ARRL. 

P50 Short Takes.  A RF Step Attenuation Kit set.  www.midnightscience.com 

P51 Review: ICOM IC-9100 MF_UHF Transceiver. www.icomamerica.com 

P58 The Doctor:  Answers questions about antennas on various bands. Doctor@arrl.org 

P60 Eclectic Technology: Managing Power in the AM Carrier and saving money.  

P61 Hands on Radio Ex 111.  Coiled Coax Chokes.. 

P63 Hints and Kinks:  Novel way to service RF transistor stages, and other hints. 

P66 DX Pedition to South Orkney Island. 

P70  Use the IRLP and be topical.! 

P72 All The Time in the World.  www.nist.gov 

P74 New Priveleges on 60Metres.   [ Not for Aus] 

P76 Frequency Measurement Test   April 2012-04-09  

P77 Amateur Radio gets secondary MF Allocation at WARC –12  see pp9 also. 

P81 Emcomm at ARRL and what it can do for Amateur Radio operations. 

P86 How’s DX?   Financing and expedition to VP8ORK 

P88 World above 50Mhz.   F2 Forward Scatter.  . 

P93 Vintage Radio:  An Operator to Remember.  Harold Cottam of the Carpathia. 

Link article to p 30 on the Titanic. 

P95 Microwavelengths  Looks at Microwave Beacons. 

P100 QST  Index for 75, 50 and 25 years ago. 

P156 QST list of Advertisers. 

 

Look at the Contests   look at www.arrl.org/contests 

 

 ARRL Fd Day June  23-24  2012.   www.arrl.org/fieldday 

 

 

73, CRAIG, VK3CMC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QST Report with Craig, 

VK3CMC 

 
Content review of current QST in 

library 

 

 

QST Review  2011-3 March. 
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The  “George Fowler Memorial Auction” 

Will take place on Sunday 29th of May 

At the clubrooms….. 

 

Come along and enjoy this great day 

DON’T FORGET your junk…. 

Soups and bread rolls supplied for lunch starting at midday... 
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———————————————————————————————————

ATTORNEY: ALL your responses MUST be oral, OK/ What school did you go to? 

WITNESS: Oral… 

———————————————————————————————————- 

ATTORNEY: Can you describe the individual? 

WITNESS: He was about medium height and had a beard. 

ATTORNEY: Was this male or female? 

WITNESS: Unless the Circus was in town I’m going with male. 



BARG Equipment Loan Book. 
 

Please fill out book as you borrow items. 

 

Maximum duration for loan is four weeks (meeting to meeting) and must be 

signed in and out again if you wish to re-borrow item for a further period. 

 

Please report any malfunction or damage to the Secretary, preferably in 

writing or e-mail thank you. 

 

This book is not for recording Library borrowings! 

 
B.A.R.G  Items for Loan. 

 

Antenna Analyser MFJ269 HF-VHF-UHF  

Antenna Analyser MFJ249 HF/VHF  

Antenna Analyser VHF. Autek. 

Receiver  Drake  SSR-1. 

Receiver  FRG-7. 

Transceiver  TS-530. 

Oscilloscope  BWD 509. 

Grid Dip Oscillator. 

Safety Belt. 

Antenna Gin Pole. 
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   Craig - VK3CMC 
 
Well another month has come around as the weather cycle does also. 
Just as we think the summer has gone there are some great days with the weather being kind 
to us.  For those who last weekend ventured out for the clubs Field day that was also the case.  
Great weather with fine breeze [at least where I was] and the band was full of signals.  
Coincidentally this was the weekend of the WIA’s field day activity and it was probably this that 
drew the extra crowd. 
 
Whatever it was, the day proved to be a great day and although not official at this time I think 
the winner was obvious by the last number I heard passed near the cutoff time at 3.30.    
Hopefully we can get some more members out for our next one on Sunday 25th of November. 
Mark up the diary now.  While at it include the clubs Hamvention date which is Sun 21st Oct, and 
for those of a naval interest that’s Trafalgar day.     
Theres not much to report around the club at the moment  but we have just run a course for 
Foundation licence and have three peole waiting for issue of a callsign, Hopefully we will see 
more of them at meetings and eventually on the air.  
Our club nets on Tue and Thurs evenings are still held but I would like to see some more pop 
up on the 2M net via the clubs repeater VK3RBT on the Tuesday which is running under the 
direction of John VK3AIG. Unfortunately the numbers are not very high even though it’s a very 
quick whip around net.  The HF net still runs with the regular participants.  I should like to thank 
Reg VK3CAZ  for holding the reins of that net while Clem was unavailable. He did a sterling job. 
Thanks Reg.     
On a sad note now Bud Foley ex VK3AAP passed away and a number of the clubs members 
attended his service last week. He was ex RAAF but he  had not been active on the bands 
lately.    
 
We have been given a fair selection of books and magazines for the clubs library and I have 
been re organizing the library. We now have replaced some of our missing series of QST 
magazines along with some volumes that we didn’t have. 
There are also some bundles of magazines that will be excess to clubs requirement and they 
will appear on the GF Auction table.  
  
We will have a speaker at this months meeting who will talk and demonstrate how metal 
detectors work and in particular applied to the search for gold. 
Hopefully we may find a gold mine in the clubs back yard. !!! 
Finally remember the George Fowler memorial auction on Sunday 27 May. Come along for 
lunch of bread rolls and home made soups. Bring some of your favorite in a thermos and share 
with members. The club will supply the rolls. 
Any preloved gear you would like to move on or just donate to the clubs use. A small premium 
will be charged for commission of gear sold. 
 
That’s all for this month. 
73 
Craig VK3CMC 
  
 
 

Presidents Report 
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Editors Note: I made one from old TV antenna bits.The box I used 
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was a electrical junction box
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. The complete antenna cost me under
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$10 and works like a charm.
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