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NEXT MEETING - FRIDAY February 29, 2008
At 7.30 pm

Contacting us
You can write to the club at the address below, or e-mail the secretary.

The Secretary : B.A.R.G. Inc. A 4N
Box 1261 A A
Mail Centre ’ We’rebon the web A
WWwWWw.pDarg.org.au
Ballarat. Vic. 3354. » gorgau <
Veas»”
Or E-Mail: vk3bml@barg.org.au -
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Norm D’Angri VK3LBA

Phil Seddon

Stan Widgery SK -9
<

Volume 31, Issue 2, February 2008 Page 1



CLUB INFORMATION

REPEATERS and BEACON

VK3RBA (Voice) 146.750 Mhz Mt Buninyong
VK3RWA (Voice) 147.100 Mhz Mt Ben Nevis
VK3RPC (Packet) 144.750 Mhz Mt Warrenheip
VK3RBU (Voice) 438.475 Mhz Mt Hollowback
VK3RMB (Beacon) 435.535 Mhz Mt Buninyong
VK3RBU-1 (APRS) 145.175 Mhz Mt Hollowback

IRLP Node 6310 using VK3RRWA

CLUB e-mail vk3bml@barg.org.au.

CLUB NET VK3BML 3.610+/- QRM Thursday Nights at 8 pm E.S.T (Summer & Winter)

WIA Broadcast and Club Call Back. Sunday’s 11.00 via VK3RWA (IRLP Node 6310

NEWS ITEMS Send to Harry VK3KGL
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Broadcast Times and Dates on VK3RWA Repeater

Every Monday night at 9.30 pm, ARRL News
Every Tuesday night at 9.30 pm, WIA National News Repeat
Every Wednesday night at 9.30 pm, Spectrum Tasmania News
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Every Sunday at 11.00 am, WIA National News, followed by VICLINK :
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BA'S AUDIO WORKSHOP PTY. LTD. ABN 59 007 427 778
trading as

Solutions for connecting you...

® Ballarat's fastest broadband’ :' E}EARAT

© Affordable Chatphone VoIP phone service

neighbtourhood

) Great value cable television iR o
Radio Communications Systems Specialists

For commercial subscriptions call Heather James on 0427 007 893, For A
Supply and Service

residential subscriptions call our Customer Service Centre on 1300 366 248,

Terms and Conditions

Standard Neighbourhood Cable Terms and Conditions apply. 1 Speeds vary depending on a number 8 EA S TWO O D S T_ - B A L LA R AT 335 0

of circumstances including network traffic, customer hardware, equipment and operating

systems,download site traffic, download site bandwidth and size of file being downloaded. Te,, 5333 4465 FaX. 533 1 585 1
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BARG Antenna works Saturday Feb. 2

News from our ROVING Reporter......................

VK3ADE

Hi Folks

As some of may be aware Bob (VK3BNC) and myself traveled to the Ben Nevis repeater this
morning to catch it during the WIA broadcast, there have been reports of fading during
the broadcast and on IRLP connections. The fading is very obvious on the uplink from
the club rooms, a couple of times it became very close to dropping out. This means we
will have to review the uplink antenna type and location at the club rooms. President
Bob has offered a 12 element ATN antenna which we most likely take up, there was also
another offer of an 11 element from Kevin (VK3WN). The current antenna is too low and
the new antenna needs to be mounted much further up the small tower to effectively
clear the club room roof, this may be the subject of another working bee!

The repeater is getting 8 Watts to the antenna and around 14 Watts or so into the
cavity Filters. There is a reasonable amount of power being lost in the cavities, as a
rule when this happens the receiver will be desensitized as well. Probably the best
thing to do is to wait until the replacement repeater is built, shut the repeater down
for a few weeks, bring the cavities down, tune everything up in Ballarat, run it here
for week and then take it back up to Ben Nevis, by the time we are ready to do this, up
the top of the hill will be no place to be working.

That"s the current state of affairs.
Regards.

Roger VK3ADE
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Construction Group Activities

Our first meeting was held at the clubrooms earlier this month and those attending discussed a range of
projects to be undertaken. At present there is interest from 8 members with the microwave low powered
SWR bridge (coordinated by VK3AXH) and a very useful SWR bridge presented by Brian VK3KQB for
HF use. The main feature of the HF SWR bridge is that once calibrated you can change from any band
and instantly read the SWR without the need to do any adjustments. There is considerable interest in this
project and it’s proposed to make up a simple pcb. Only a handful of discrete components are required
and we ask members to indicate at the next general meeting if they are interested in taking part in this
worthwhile piece of equipment.

Craig VK3CMC suggested a kit made by “fox delta” for a RF Power Meter with LCD display with a
range up to 500MHz. As with each of the projects outlined we need to know who is interested etc.

In addition to the above it was also suggested that we get away from test gear and perhaps have a look at
ATV. There are a number of kits available from Mini Kits in S.A. that are worth looking at. The first is in
the 70cm band using conventional analogue TV comprising of a vision transmitter and audio generator. If
you have an old TV around the place it could be used as the receiver. If there is enough interest perhaps
the club could make a repeater. The cost of the main pcb’s, part etc is around $120. For those who haven’t
operated much on 70cm it would be necessary to make a suitable yagi that could also form part of the
project.

Those interested in even higher frequencies what about the 23cm FM ATV system which is more
expensive particularly the receiver which is already built for $170 and feeds AV into a normal analogue
TV set. The transmitting side is cheaper than the 70cm

arrangement costing around $90. Another part of this project would be to make a 23cm yagi.

If you have any ideas of what you would like to do then speak up. The purpose of the project group is to
stimulate construction activity amongst members so that skills are gained by not only making something
but to improve technical skills which can be used to tackle some other aspect of the hobby.

Too many times we hear “I couldn’t do that because it’s too complicated or | don’t understand what its all
about. Well here’s the opportunity to get amongst it.

If the above is not to your liking then don’t just sit on your hands — come up with suggestions as to what
we may undertake.

Remember its your hobby and you only get out of it what you put in. So if you want to improve you skills
come and join us. Do you want to remain an appliance operator? or are you interested in developing radio
skills to further enhance your ability to move forward and upwards in this great hobby of ours.

Till next time, 73 lan vk3axh

I just received this email from Bob Tait VK3UIl who works at Robert Bosch and has extensive
experience working on noise suppression problems in motor vehicles. He passed this site to me and | feel
that its an excellent one and the club members should have a look for them selves. it covers a wide area
of mounting equipment into vehicles and has some other links that are worth following up also.

http://www.k0bg.com

73 Craig, VK3CMC
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