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NEXT MEETING - FRIDAY February 27, 2009
At 7.30 pm

Contacting us
You can write to the club at the address below, or e-mail the secretary.

The Secretary : B.A.R.G. Inc. “' V‘A
Box 1261
Mail Centre ’ We’re on the web A
i ' www.barg.org.au ‘
Ballarat. Vic. 3354. - v
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Jim Wright SK
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CLUB INFORMATION

REPEATERS and BEACON

D—STAR
CALLSIGN: MODE: FREQUENCY: | TX OFFSET: USER SETTINGS
VK3RBA A Digital Data 1298.700 MHz | Nil (half duplex) | URCALL: VK3RBA
RPT1: VK3RBA A
RPT2: not in use
VK3RBA B Digital Voice | 439.9875 MHz -5.0 MHz URCALL: CQCQCQ
RPT!: VK3RBA B
RPT2: not in use
VK3RBA (UHF) (70 cm Voice Repeater (Uses CTCSS of 91.5 Hz to access) 439.275 Mhz Mt Buninyong
VK3RBA (VHF) (2 m Voice Repeater) 146.750 Mhz Mt Buninyong
VK3RWA* (2 m Voice Repeater) 147.100 Mhz Mt Ben Nevis
VK3RPC (2 m Packet Repeater) 144.750 Mhz Mt Warrenheip
VK3RBU (70 cm Voice Repeater) 438.475 Mhz Mt Hollowback
VK3RMB (70 cm Beacon) 432.535 Mhz Mt Buninyong
VK3RBU-1 (2 m APRS Repeater) 145.175 Mhz Mt Hollowback

* IRLP Node 6310 using VK3RWA

CLUB e-mail vk3bml@barg.org.au.

CLUB NET VK3BML 3.610+/- QRM Thursday Nights at 8 pm E.S.T (Summer & Winter)

WIA Broadcast and Club Call Back. Sunday’s 11.00 via VK3RWA (IRLP Node 6310

NEWS ITEMS Send to Harry VK3KGL

Or mail to Box 1261 Mail Centre BALLARAT 3354 or e-mail vk3kagl@barg.org.au
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Broadcast Times and Dates on VK3RWA Repeater
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Every Monday night at 9.30 pm, ARRL News
Every Tuesday night at 9.30 pm, WIA National News Repeat
Every Wednesday night at 9.30 pm, Spectrum Tasmania News
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Every Sunday at 11.00 am, WIA National News, followed by VICLINK :
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Article from the past...........

I know it is rather “basic’, but it might just tempt some of the ‘F calls’ to try their hands as building
something of use. Because they are the future of Amateur Radio.

Reg, vk3caz

OVERVOLTAGE PROTECTION FOR A POWER SUPPLY

When you have a homemade power supply connected to your expensive transceiver there is always the
dread of failure in the pass transistors.

If the output goes short-circuit it doesn’t cause any damage to the ‘rig’ and apart from the momentary
heart attack you are only faced with fixing the power supply.

If, however, the pass transistor/s go short circuit then the full 25 odd volts find their way to the set and
can wreak havoc, all in a few milliseconds.

Faced with this problem | always fit an *overvolt detector’, which will not only cut off the power to the
rig but will also tell you it has done so.

The circuit is shown here and the track layout can be hand drawn on a bit of PCB using a spirit marker
and etched with Ferric Chloride which will not attack the spirit marker lines and pads.
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The relay is a standard ‘car horn relay’ BUT make sure it has the ‘normally closed’ contacts fitted
(usually marked as 87a on the base of the relay).

The overvolt indicator that | use is a 48 volt Telecom lamp which is bright enough running on 25 volts or
so to give a good indication of the fact that it is the Power supply that has failed.

It may be necessary to fit an electrolytic capacitor across the output terminals of the power supply to take
care of any short term “spikes’ which may occur if the load on the PSU falls from a high value to zero
instantaneously.

| have found that about 1000 microfarad does the job on my power supplies and checking with a CRO
does not show any spike above about 15 volts which is just within tolerance for most transceivers.
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QST Report with Craig, VK3CMC

Content review of current QST in library

QST Review 2009-1 Jan

P30 Launch a Met balloon to lift that Low Band loop antenna.
P33 Building a 1927 Regenerative Receiver. {Uses 80yr old parts}
P36 When radio Transmitters were Machines. {Pre vacumn valves}
P39 Resurrecting a Command Set Transmitter.
P43 Review Elcraft K3/100HF &6M transceiver.
P50 Remote control your amateur station.
[Uses Microsoft's Remote Desktop {RDP} application.]
P52 Antartica Experience.
P54 Contents of the Nov/Dec 2008 QEX magazine.
P55 Morse Code: Efficient or over the Hill. ? Worth a read if you want to really challenge yourself!
P 59 Dxpedition to MARS.
P65 Emergency Communications for the Red Cross
P67 The Doctor is in: Coaxial feeder chokes. HF dipole feeds,stacking dipoles.Comparisons of
switchmode and normal power supplies.
Open ladder line and nG5RV'’s through metal window frames.
P69 Short Takes: External keypad for FT-817/857/897 transceivers.
P70 Shop Safety. Some simple but important ideas to maintain.
P71 Selecting your transmission Line.
P73 Bring that WW2 Command Receiver back to Life.
P76 Hands on Radio Ex#72 Return Loss and S Parameters.
P78  You have your First HF antenna: time for another.
P79 Hints & Kinks. Use a mouse holder for an HTT. Proper earthing for power supply. Feedline
stretcher. Foam PCB soldering holdfast.
P85 Hows DX?: Desecheo Island. KP5
P87 World above 50Mhz. Call frequencies on 33cm.
P 90 Eclectic Technology. Pushing the Meteor Scatter envelope.
P91 Microwavelengths. Microwave DX. Hepburn, Waveguide polarisation, SMA pin damage.
P93 Old Radio. Homebrewed HF rig {Circa 1960} of WOARZ [SK]
P95 New Books reviews/
P100 QST Reviews for January of 1934, 1959 and 1984.
P101 Hamspeak. Glossary of terms used in this edition.
Adds, adds adds and more adds.
Craig.
VK3CMC
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